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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY 

1. FROM YOUR REPORT IN REFTEL, IT APPEARS THAT YOU HAVE 
EFFECTIVELY SUCCEEDED IN BRINGING FAHMY AROUND TO RECOGNIZ- 
ING THE NEED FOR AN EARLY POSITIVE DECISION ON A DATE FOR 
AN ISRAELI CARGO TO TRANSIT THE SUEZ CANAL. I THINK IT 
WOULD NOW BE BEST TO ACCEPT FAHMY'S JUDGMENT AND LEAVE 
IT TO HIM TO BRING PRESIDENT SADAT AROUND ALTHOUGH, IF HE 
DOES NOT SUCCEED, WE MAY STILL HAVE TO ASK YOU TO APPROACH 
SADAT DIRECTLY. WE SIMPLY MUST STAY WITH THIS ONE AND GET 
IT BEHIND US. I BELIEVE OUR OBJECTIVE NOW IS TO PIN DOWN 
THE OCTOBER 22 RPT OCTOBER 22 DATE PRIOR TO FINAL CONGRES- 
SIONAL ACTION ON THE US PROPOSAL AND THE ISRAELI SIGNATURE 
OF THE PROTOCOL, WHICH WE ARE MAKING A MAJOR EFFORT TO 
ACHIEVE BY THE END OF NEXT WEEK. THE THREE OR FOUR DAYS 
THAT FAHMY ESTIMATES WILL BE NECESSARY FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
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PREFER NOT TO GO TO THE ISRAELIS WITH THE OCTOBER 22 
DATE UNTIL WE ARE CERTAIN IT WILL STICK. FROM PAST 
EXPERIENCE, WE CAN ONLY BE CERTAIN OF THIS WHEN PRESIDENT 
SADAT CONFIRMS IT. 

2. FYI YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT THE ISRAELIS HAVE COME TO US 
WITH A NEW PROPOSITION - NAMELY THAT THEY ARE PREPARED TO 
PROCEED WITH THE FIRST STEP OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREE- 
MENT ON OCTOBER 5 UNDER THE TIMETABLE WORKED OUT BY THE 
WORKING GROUP IN GENEVA EVEN IF -THEY-HAVE NOT SIGNED THE 
PROTOCOL BY THAT DATE IF A SHIP WITH ISRAELI CARGO CAN GO 
THROUGH THE CANAL BETWEEN OCTOBER 10 AND 13. MY JUDG- 
MENT IS THAT EGYPTIANS WOULD REACT NEGATIVELY TO THIS SINCE 
THEY DO NOT ACCEPT ISRAEL'S LINKING THE SIGNING OF THE 
PROTOCOL AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION TO CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON 
THE US PROPOSAL. I AM THEREFORE NOT ASKING YOU TO PUT THIS 
IDEA TO FAHMY, BUT IF YOU HAVE ANY DIFFERENT JUDGMENT 
OF HOW HE WOULD REACT, PLEASE LET ME KNOW. END FYI. 

KISSINGER 
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